Submission 3
Oxfordshire Secondary Schools and Sixth Form Provision
From the school search facility on the County Council website, there are currently 8 out of 34 (24%) secondary schools in Oxfordshire without a sixth form. If we discount Drayton School (City academy with sixth form from September), this becomes 7 out of 34 (21%).
	TABLE 1: Secondary Schools in Oxfordshire.

	School
	Type
	Roll
	5+GCSE A*-C inc. maths and English - 2006
	Comment

	Banbury School
	With 6th form
	1500
	29%
	

	Bartholomew School
	With 6th form
	1007
	62%
	

	Bicester Community College
	With 6th form
	1242
	21%
	

	Blessed George Napier School
	With 6th form
	814
	53%
	

	Burford School
	With  6th form
	1155
	61%
	

	Carterton Community College
	Without 6th form
	747
	50%
	Burford School 16-18

6th form requested 2001. 

	Cheney School
	With 6th form
	1428
	48%
	

	Chiltern Edge School
	Without 6th form
	842
	65%
	Henley College 16-18

	Chipping Norton School
	With 6th form
	1151
	59%
	

	Didcot Girls’ School
	With 6th form
	1387
	60%
	

	Drayton School
	Without 6th form
	621
	23%
	City Academy from Sept with 6th form.

	Faringdon Community College
	With 6th form
	929
	53%
	

	Fitzharrys School
	With 6th form
	910
	41%
	

	Gillotts School
	Without 6th form
	 896
	62%
	Henley College 16-18

	Gosford Hill School
	With 6th form
	1196
	47%
	

	Icknield Community College
	Without 6th form
	623
	58%
	Henley College 16-18

	John Mason School
	With 6th form
	1012
	44%
	

	King Alfred’s College
	With 6th form
	1755
	48%
	

	Langtree School
	Without 6th form
	517
	61%
	Henley College 16-18 

	Larkmead School
	With 6th form
	901
	32%
	

	Lord William’s School
	With 6th form
	2120
	59%
	

	Matthew Arnold School
	With 6th form
	1021
	62%
	

	Oxford Community School
	With 6th form
	1150
	26%
	

	Peers Community College
	With 6th form
	975
	19%
	

	St Birinus School
	With sixth form
	1243
	53%
	

	St Gregory the Great
	With sixth form
	941
	36%
	

	The Cherwell School
	With sixth form
	1740
	58%
	

	The Cooper School
	Without 6th form
	981
	41%
	Bicester Community College 16-18

	The Henry Box School
	With sixth form
	1357
	48%
	

	The Marlborough CE School
	With sixth form
	1049
	56%
	

	The Warriner School
	Without 6th form
	1112
	58%
	Banbury School 16-18

	Wallingford School
	With 6th form
	1042
	56%
	

	Wheatley Park School
	With 6th form
	1252
	42%
	

	Wood Green School
	With 6th form
	1174
	49%
	


Note: School performance figures (2006) and pupil numbers from DFES at http://www.dfes.gov.uk/performancetables/schools_06.shtml
Comments:

· Carterton Community College appeared in the press in 2001 requesting a sixth form (http://archive.oxfordmail.net/2001/3/26/66632.html) and saying “parents and pupils expect to have a sixth form”.
· The four schools of Chiltern Edge School, Gillotts School, Icknield Community College and Langtree School clearly cluster around the 16-18 provision at Henley College. This is the only tertiary college in Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Berkshire.

· The Cooper School in Bicester looks to Bicester Community College for sixth form provision. There is a current public consultation on the future of secondary education in Bicester in which it states “In towns of a similar size to Bicester (Abingdon, Witney, Didcot) there is a joint or shared Sixth form provision which works well and all schools are designated 11-18. The two secondary schools have worked towards this for some time with some teachers from The Cooper School teaching A level courses at Bicester Community College”. In view of this, it is strange that the model of a joint or collaborative sixth form with King Alfred’s for Grove has not been considered in Option C (or even Option A).

· The Warriner School presumably looks to Banbury School for post-16 provision. However, with a 120 acre farm, the school has a huge asset and is clearly able to offer a different learning experience from most comprehensives. The school was recently inspected (http://www.thewarrinerschool.co.uk/About/ofsted_final.pdf) and the report states “The school runs a farm which supports learning across the school and provides an alternative positive experience for at-risk students from other local schools”.
Despite what has appeared in the press, it appears that there is little evidence from Oxfordshire to support the model suggested for Grove in Option C (i.e. a 600 pupil 11-16 school, without any sixth form provision, collaborative sixth form, joint sixth form or associated tertiary college). 
Account also has to be taken of the ambition of the DCSF to increase by 2015 the number of young people participating in education at 17 from 75% to 90% (14 -19 Implementation Plan). This will surely have an influence on the future landscape of sixth form provision in the county.
Conclusions:

In view of the above, we are concerned that the County Cabinet wish to proceed to Option C for Wantage and Grove without taking full account from the outset of the sixth form provision for the Grove school.
We would have liked to have seen a full appraisal of flexible sixth form solutions for each of the three proposed options and taking into account the increased participation that is anticipated in 14-19 education.
Under Option C, serious consideration should be given to teachers from the Grove School being involved in the teaching and management of the sixth form, wherever this is located.
If, instead, it is now the intention to proceed to a 1,250 pupil 11-19 school with sixth form (essentially Option A) this needs to be made completely explicit in the Cabinet’s recommendation with a timetable of delivery.
6th July 2007
Other related submissions:

Submission 1: Call-in of Decision on Provision of Secondary Pupil Places in Wantage, Grove and Surrounding Villages.

Submission 2: Preliminary Evidence on Wantage and Grove Secondary Education.
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